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Food Exhibit at Sesquicentennial Exposition 


The Association has received a number of inquiries from 
members regarding an exhibit of canned foods to be held during 


the Sesquicentennial International Exposition at Philadelphia 
next year. 


President Trego will bring this matter before the Board of 
Directors at their next meeting, and members of the Association 
will be advised promptly of such action as may be taken by the 
Board. 


This statement is made to correct an impression that the 
National Canners Association has indorsed the exhibit. 


Process Time 


From time to time the Research Laboratory of the Associa- 
tion suggests temperatures and times for processing canned foods. 
These processes are intended, under all circumstances, to begin 
with the moment when the holding temperature is reached in 
the retort, and to continue until the steam is turned off. 


It has been suggested that the average coming-up time be 
added to these process times, and that the process room record 
include only the time when steam is turned on (or the retort is 
closed) and the time when steam is turned off. This is inadvisable 
because there are many conditions that may materially modify 
the coming-up time of the retort. For instance, many retort 
rooms are so piped that during the busy period the heating of 
some retorts is greatly delayed ; again, it takes materially longer 
to heat a cold retort than one which is still hot from processing a 
previous batch of cans. . 
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The Research Laboratory lays particular emphasis on this 
because it has recently come to its attention that the processes 
suggested in Circular No. 7-L were understood by some to include 
coming-up time. 

In order that there may be no possible misunderstanding on 
this point a revision of that circular has been prepared and will 
be issued as Circular No. 13-L. This will be distributed as soon as 
it is received from the press, and as soon as it is received mem- 
bers are requested to destroy all copies of No. 7-L in their posses- 
sion. 

Canned Food Rates to Eastern Points 


The increased rates on canned fruits and vegetables and 
condensed and evaporated milk, in carloads, from various Wis- 
consin and Minnesota points to eastern trunk-line, New England, 
and Canadian territories proposed in schedules filed by carriers 
last spring, have been found not justified by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission in a decision dated August 11, and the car- 
riers are required to cancel the proposed schedules. This order, 
however, is made without prejudice to the right of the carriers 
to file new schedules establishing rates in accordance with those 
approved in the Commission's findings in this proceeding. 

The rates approved by the Commission include a number of 
increases within limits fixed by the Commission, which in its 
findings states: 

“It is true that no prescriptive right arises by reason of 
the long continuance of a rate; nevertheless, the rates here sought 
to be increased were established voluntarily by respondents for 
the purpose of building up the industries of Wisconsin and 
thereby of obtaining more tonnage; and now, after these indus- 
tries have grown, any readjustment of the rates should be ac- 
complished with as few sharp breaks as may be possible.” 


Freight Traffic Breaking Records 
Revenue freight loadings continue above the million mark 
set five weeks ago, the loadings for the week ended August 15 
being 1,064,793 cars. This is the greatest figure for any week of 
the present year. Compared with the corresponding week of 
last year it is a gain of 111,385 cars. 


Vitamin Facts For German Readers 
Die Konserven-Industrie, published in Braunschweig, Ger- 
many, has translated and reproduced the article on Vitamin C 
in canned apples, contributed by Dr. E. F. Kohman of the Na- 
tional Canners Association Research Laboratory to trade journals 
in this country. 
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I. C. C. Reopens Canned Foods Rate Case 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has reopened the case 
involving rates on canned foods from Wisconsin and the Twin 
Cities to points in the Mississippi Valley, and it is assigned for 
further hearing September 19 at the Great Northern Hotel, 
Chicago, before Examiner Clark. 


Bean Standardization Report 


A preliminary report on the standardization of beans, in- 
cluding the tentative U. S. Standards, has been issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Copies have been mailed 
direct by the Department of Agriculture to bean canners. If 
member canners who are interested in the standards have failed 
to receive the report, they should write the Association and a 
copy will be furnished. 


Navy in Market for Sauerkraut, Spinach and Apple Sauce 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on 670,000 pounds 
of canned sauerkraut (Schedule 4191) to be opened September 
8; also on 160,000 pounds of canned spinach (Schedule 4271) and 
645,000 pounds of canned apple sauce (Schedule 4193) to be 
opened September 15. Copies of schedules for submitting bids 
can be obtained from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. 


Federal Reserve Board's Business Survey 


In its summary of general business and financial conditions 
based upon statistics for the months of July and August, the 
Federal Reserve Board states that its index of production in basic 
industries, which makes allowance for usual seasonal variations, 
advanced by about 2 per cent in July to a point nearly 20 per 
cent above the low level of a year ago. Building contracts award- 
ed in July were in only slightly smaller volume than the excep- 
tionally large total reached in June, and the total for the first 
seven months of this year exceeded that for any previous cor- 
responding period. Freight car loadings during July were larger 
than in June and exceeded those of any previous July; weekly 
figures for August show a continued large volume of loadings. 
Sales at department stores showed less than the usual seasonal 
decline and were 3 per cent larger than a year ago; mail order 
sales were considerably above those of July, 1924. Wholesale 
trade continued at the June level and was 6 per cent above the 
corresponding period a year ago. The general level of wholesale 
prices in July was 9 per cent higher than a year ago, the rise 
being chiefly in agricultural commodities. 
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Increased Rates From Colorado Approved 


The increase in rates on canned foods from points in Colo- 
rado, New Mexico, Texas and Wyoming to Arizona, southeastern 
California, and western New Mexico, proposed by the Santa Fe 
and other carriers, have been found justified by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, which has vacated the order suspending 
the operation of these rates. In its finding the Commission 
states that the canneries whose rates are affected are 15 in num- 
ber, located in Colorado, and that the carriers have justified their 
proposal to place the Colorado canneries on a parity with Utah 
and California canneries on traffic to the destination territory 
mentioned, so long as they maintain the present grouping of the 
destinations. 


German Canning Industry 


The German canning industry reports a slight improvement 
during the last few months, though business is not yet satisfac- 
tory, according to reports to the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Intensive heat during July increased prices of various vegetables 
on German markets, and this rise has been felt by canners 
throughout the country. In Western Germany the effects of the 


large quantities of canned goods brought in during the occupa- 
tion of the Ruhr and Rhineland are still felt. It is estimated 
that at that time twenty million cans were imported into un- 
occupied Germany. The German trade complains even now of 
French, Belgian and Italian competition, attributed to these 
large imports. The German canning industry is exporting some- 
what to Scandinavian countries. 


Wanted Canner to Pay for a Party 


Even the investigation of food poisoning cases may some- 
times develop a humorous aspect. As an instance, we recall un- 
usual frankness of a woman in New York City in discussing her 
complaint with the Association’s representative. The following 
are quotations from her conversation: 


“Because we live in a poor neighborhood, so as to get a cheap 
rent, no one must think I am a dumbbell. I have not yet broad- 
casted the matter, but if something is not done by the Company, 
I will have the Board of Health analyze the fruit and make a big 
time.” 

The woman said she wanted the representative to come to 
the house after she received a settlement when he could expect a 
good time. They would celebrate! 
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